by Todd Pelletier

| Mot only is Gloria
Estefan a Grammy
Award winner, public
delegate to the
United Nations, and
mother of (wo

children. she's so
- much more! Rising
out of the Cuban community of Miami’s
concert jungles, Estefan paved the way
for Latin pop music with rambunctious
party songs such as “"Cenga” and the top
ten single, “Khythm is Gonna Ger You.”

MNow selling over 45 million records
worldwide, Estefan has launched the
Evolution Tour “96 and created a youth
empowerment program, called Ove, with
the help of the Sears Roebuck
Corporation. Oye means “listen to me”
in Spanish and the 34 cities on Estefan’s
tour have done just that,

The Gloria Estefan Foundation is
dedicated to giving poverty-siricken
children a new chance for a better
tomorrow. In cach of the 34 cities that
Estefan tours. 520,000 grants will be

17}

donated to non-profit organizations.
Some of the issues Oye is targeting
include educartion, child care. and
family development. Referring to the
bilingual program and its positive
change in each community of her tour,
Estefan is a firm believer in making a
difference. “Ove has multiculiural
meaning and universal appeal. It speaks
1o the diverse audi-
ence who listen to
my music and shop

explains.

The United Way
of America is also
playing a big part in
Oye. They have
been selected to
administer the
program by facilitating vouth
participation at all levels, providing

assistance 1o its local
youth advisory
boards. and
identifying grant
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recipients in each
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Life has had its_

Estefan’s life and
now she's giving®

goodness she
received along the
way. Born Gloria
Maria Fajardo in Havana, Cuba on”
September 1, 1957, she fled with her
family to America when she was only a
toddler on a %21 round-trip flight. In
1961. Gloria’s father, Jose Manuel,
returned to Cuba and ended up in prison
for assisting in the Bay of Pigs invasion.
Two years later, he was released from
prison and fought in Vietnam as a
member of the U.S. Army. While there,
Manuel was exposed to Agent Orange.
He was later diagnosed with multiple
sclerosis and passed away in 1980,

It was during this time in the mid-
"#0s that Estefan gained popularity in
the mainstream culture with the Latin
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